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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that fornn the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5. 11-17, 19, 21-27, 29-30, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as 
being anticipated by Zimmers et al. (US006816878B1). 

3. With regard to claims 1, 15, and 25 , Zimmers discloses, 

• monitoring the at least one source of data for content information related to ns/c 
events; (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; coL4, line 17 - col. 5, line 27; 
col.6, lines 37-64) 

Zimmers teaches of an alert notification system that "[includes] a database server 
104 for storing a database of information ...to evaluate alerts and to deliver alert 
notifications to appropriate persons" (Zimmers, col.6, lines 41-45). According to 
Zimmers, the system also includes "a Notification Parsing System 106, which is 
connected to a receiver 108 that receives continuous data feed from a satellite 
109 and/oris connected to a radio receiver ... that receives continuous data 
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feeds from a radio transmitter" (Zimmers, col.6, lines 41-52). Also, "in addition to 
satellite and radio broadcasts, NPS 106 may also receive infonvation via Internet 
destination" {Z\\r\v[}ers, col.6, lines 55-58). 

• analyzing the content information to identify risk events related to a group of said 
individuals, and (Zimmers, coLI line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - col. 5, line 
27; coL6. lines 37-64; col.26, lines 1-27) 

Zimmers teaches of an alert notification system that "[includes] a database sen/er 
104 for storing a database of information ...to evaluate alerts and to deliver alert 
notifications to appropriate persons" (Zimmers, coL6, lines 41-45). According to 
Zimmers, the system also includes "a Notification Parsing System 106, which is 
connected to a receiver 108 that receives continuous data feed from a satellite 
109 and/oris connected to a radio receiver ... that receives continuous data 
feeds from a radio transmitter"' {Zmvoers, col.6, lines 41-52). Zimmers claims of 
"analyzing identifications of atmospheric conditions in said database to identify 
target persons and/or locations to be notified of said atmospheric condition, 
retrieving from said database, individual matching communications identifiers 
associated with said target persons and/or locations, and establishing a 
communications identifier and delivering an announcement of said atmospheric 
condition via said communications connection" {Zimmers, col.26, lines 13-21). 

• issuing an electronic message regarding the identified risk event to said group, 
(Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - col. 5, line 27; col.6, lines 
37-64; col.26, lines 1-27) 

Zimmers teaches of an alert notification system that "[includes] a database sen/er 
104 for storing a database of information ...to evaluate alerts and to deliver alert 
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notifications to appropriate persons" (Zimmers, col.6, lines 41-45). According to 
Zimmers, the system also includes "a Notification Parsing Systenr) 106, wtiicli is 
connected to a receiver 108 that receives continuous data feed from a satellite 
109 and/or is connected to a radio receiver . . . tliat receives continuous data 
feeds from a radio transmitter"' {Zmmers, coL6, lines 41-52). Zimmers claims of 
"analyzing identifications of atmospheric conditions in said database to identify 
target persons and/or locations to be notified of said atmospheric condition, 
retrieving from said database, individual matching communications identifiers 
associated with said target persons and/or locations, and establishing a 
communications identifier and delivering an announcement of said atmospheric 
condition via said communications connection" {Z\n]me\'s, coL26, lines 13-21). 



4. With regard to claims 2-3, 17, 19, and 29 , Zimmers discloses, 

• wherein step the at least source data includes a plurality data sources, and step 
(b) the plurality of data sources are regularly monitored for content information, 
(Zimmers, col.1 line 59-col.2, line 40; coL4, line 17-coL5, line 27; col.6, lines 
37-64; col.26, lines 1-27) 

• wherein the monitoring of at least one data source is performed continually. 
(Zimmers, col. 1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 1 7 - col. 5, line 27; col.6, lines 
37-64; col.26, lines 1-27) 



5. 



With regard to claims 5, 11-12, and 30 , Zimmers discloses, 

• wherein the identification of the risk event is perfonved by a scope analyzer that 
determines if the content information relates to said individuals. (Zimmers, col.1 
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line 59 - col.2, line 40; coi.4, line 17 - coL5, line 27; col.6, lines 37-64; col.26, 
lines 1-27) 

6. With regard to claims 13 , Zimmers discloses, 

• wherein tfie individuals are subscribers to an electronic message sen/ice. 
(Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - col.5, line 27; col.6, lines 
37-64; col.1 1, lines 19-49; col, 12, lines 22-31; col.26, lines 1-27) 

7. With regard to claims 14 and 32 , Zimmers discloses, 

• further comprising the step (e) of repeating steps (a) to (b) to generate a second 
electronic message regarding a second risk before completing the issuance of a 
first electronic message regarding a first risk; (f) determining that the second 
electronic message has priority over the first electronic message, and (g) 
suspending issuance of the first electronic message to issue the second 
electronic message. (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - col.5, 
line 27; col.7, lines 29-45; col.14, line 3 - coL15, line 53) 

8. With regard to claims 16 , Zimmers discloses, 

• wherein the computer server further comprises a risk analyzer that prioritizes 
said one or more risk events, and causes said content engine to first issue said 
messages regarding a high priority risk event. (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - coL2, line 
40; col.4, line 17 - col.5, line 27; col.7, lines 29-45; col.14, line 3 - col.15, line 53) 



9. 



With regard to claims 21-24 , Zimmers discloses. 
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• wherein said data sources are remote from the server, and a wide area network 
links said data sources to said server. (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; 
col. 4, line 17 -col.5, line 27; col.6, lines 37-64; col.26, lines 1-27) 

• wherein said wide area network is an internet (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, 
line 40; col.4, line 17 - col.5, line 27; col.6, lines 37-64; coL26, lines 1-27) 

• wherein said data sources include a geological activity sun/ey data source and a 
weather data source, (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - 
col.5, line 27; col.6, lines 37-64; col.26, lines 1-27) 

• wherein said content engine is electronically linked to a public sender interface, 
wherein said interface includes a user terminal to accept manual entry of 
messages to be sent by the content engine, (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 
40; col.4, line 1 7 - col.5, line 27; col.6, lines 37-64; col.26, lines 1 -27) 



1 0. With regard to claims 26-27 , Zimmers discloses, 

• wherein said subscriber database is a preexisting database of subscribers to an 
organization. (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - coL5, line 
27; coL6, lines 37-64; col.1 1, lines 10-18; col.26, lines 1-27) 

• wherein said preexisting database of subscribers is a plurality of databases of 
subscribers to different organizations. (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; 
col.4, line 17 - col.5, line 27; col.6, lines 37-64; col.1 1, lines 10-18; col.26,. lines 
1-27) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 4, 6-10, 18, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Zimmers et al. (US00681 6878B1 ) and in view of Ehrlich et al. (US006442269B1 ). 

1 3. With regard to claims 4. 6-10. 18, 28 , Zimmers discloses, 

See claims 1, 15 and 25 rejection as detailed above. 
However, Zimmers does not explicitly disclose, 

• wherein tlie monitoring of at least one data source is performed by periodically 
polling the data source, 

• wherein the monitoring of at least one data source includes sequentially 
monitoring a plurality of data sources in accordance with a data source polling 
priority determined by an access control program. 

Ehrlich teaches, 

• wherein the monitoring of at least one data source is performed by periodically 
polling the data source, (Ehrlich, col. 3, lines 43-61 ; col. 5, line 57 - col. 6, line 2) 
Flanagan states that it is the conventional method to "periodically poll a data 
source and store the poll result in a database" (Ehrlich, col.5, lines 64-66). 

• wherein the monitoring of at least one data source includes sequentially 
monitoring a plurality of data sources in accordance with a data source polling 
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priority determined by an access control program, (Ehrlich, col. 3, lines 43-61 ; 
col. 5, line 57 - col. 6, line 2) 

Flanagan states that it is the conventional method to "periodically poll a data 
source and store the poll result in a database" (Ehrlich, col.5, lines 64-66). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Flanagan and the teachings of 
Zimmers to provide an alternative method of collecting data from data sources, for 
the purpose of generating alerts or notifications of interested environmental 
conditions, by incorporating the well known method of periodically polling a data 
source and storing the poll result in a separate database. 

1 4. Claims 33-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Zimmers 
et al. (US00681 6878B1 ) and in view of Mass et al. (US006725255B1 ). 

1 5. With regard to claims 33-37, Zimmers discloses, 

• monitoring the at least one source of data for content information related to risk 
events; (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - col.5, line 27; 
col.6, lines 37-64) 

Zimmers teaches of an alert notification system that "[includes] a database server 
104 for storing a database of information ...to evaluate alerts and to deliver alert 
notifications to appropriate persons" (Zimmers, col.6, lines 41-45). According to 
Zimmers, the system also includes "a Notification Parsing System 106, which is 
connected to a receiver 108 that receives continuous data feed from a satellite 
109 and/oris connected to a radio receiver ... that receives continuous data 
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feeds from a radio transmitter'' (Zimmers, col.6, lines 41-52). Also, "in addition to 
satellite and radio broadcasts, NPS 106 may also receive information via Internet 
destination" {Zimmers, col.6, lines 55-58). 

• analyzing the content information to identify risk events related to a group of said 
individuals, and (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - col. 5, line 
27; col.6, lines 37-64; col.26, lines 1-27) 

Zimmers teaches of an alert notification system that "[includes] a database server 
104 for storing a database of information ...to evaluate alerts and to deliver alert 
notifications to appropriate persons" (Zimmers, col.6, lines 41-45). According to 
Zimmers, the system also includes "a Notification Parsing System 106, wfiicfi is 
connected to a receiver 108 ttiat receives continuous data feed from a satellite 
109 and/oris connected to a radio receiver ... that receives continuous data 
feeds from a radio transmitter"' {Zimmers, col.6, lines 41-52). Zimmers claims of 
"analyzing identifications of atmospheric conditions in said database to identify 
target persons and/or locations to be notified of said atmospheric condition, 
retrieving from said database, individual matching communications identifiers 
associated with said target persons and/or locations, and establishing a 
communications identifier and delivering an announcement of said atmospheric 
condition via said communications connection" {Zimmers, col.26, lines 13-21). 

• generating a first electronic message regarding the identified risk event to said 
group, wherein said first electronic message is intended for a first type of 
electronic device. (Zimmers, col.1 line 59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - col.5, 
line 27; col.6, lines 37-64; col.26, lines 1-27) 
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Zimmers teaches of an alert notification system that "[includes] a database server 
104 for storing a database of infonvation ,,,to evaluate alerts and to deliver alert 
notifications to appropriate persons" (Zimmers. col.6, lines 41-45), According to 
Zimmers, the system also includes "a Notification Parsing System 106, which is 
connected to a receiver 108 that receives continuous data feed from a satellite 
109 and/oris connected to a radio receiver ... that receives continuous data 
feeds from a radio fransmrfter" (Zimmers, col.6, lines 41-52). Zimmers claims of 
"analyzing identifications of atmospheric conditions in said database to identify 
target persons and/or locations to be notified of said atmospheric condition, 
retrieving from said database, individual matching communications identifiers 
associated with said target persons and/or locations, and establishing a 
communications identifier and delivering an announcement of said atmospheric 
condition via said communications connection" {Z\n\vf}ers, col.26, lines 13-21). 
• sending the first electronic message to those individuals of said group known to 
have the first type of electronic communication device, and (Zimmers, coLI line 
59 - col.2, line 40; col.4, line 17 - col.5, line 27; col.6, lines 37-64; col.26, lines 1- 
27) 

Zimmers teaches of an alert notification system that "[includes] a database server 
104 for storing a database of information ...to evaluate alerts and to deliver alert 
notifications to appropriate persons" (Zimmers, col.6, lines 41-45). According to 
Zimmers, the system also includes "a Notification Parsing System 106, which is 
connected to a receiver 108 that receives continuous data feed from a satellite 
109 and/oris connected to a radio receiver ... that receives continuous data 
feeds from a radio transmitter" {Zlnwners, col.6, lines 41-52). Zimmers claims of 
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"analyzing identifications of atmospheric conditions in said database to identify 
target persons and/or locations to be notified of said atmospheric condition, 
retrieving from said database, Individual matching communications identifiers 
associated with said target persons and/or locations, and establishing a 
communications identifier and delivering an announcement of said atmospheric 
condition via said communications connection" {Zmroers, col.26, lines 13-21). 
However, Zinnmers do not explicitly disclose, 

• generating an alternative electronic message regarding the Identified risk event 
to said group, wherein said alternative electronic message is intended for a 
second type of communication device; 

• sending the second electronic message to those individuals of said group known 
to have the second type of electronic communication device. 

Mass teaches, 

• generating an alternative electronic message regarding the Identified risk event 
to said group, wherein said alternative electronic message Is Intended for a 
second type of communication device; (Mass, 5. lines 25-65) 

• sending the second electronic message to those individuals of said group known 
to have the second type of electronic communication device, (Mass, 5, lines 25- 
65) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Mass with the teachings of 
Zimmers to provide multiple methods for alerting or notifying the user or groups of 
users of interested environmental conditions. 
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Conclusion 



1 6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas Duong whose telephone number is 571/272-391 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 4:00PM. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Valencia Martin- 
Wallace can be reached on 571/272-6159. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703/872-9306 for regular 
communications and 703/872-9306 for After Final communications. 

Thomas Duong (AU2145) 
June 26, 2005 




